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NOTABLE PICTURES SHOWN.

One of Vermeer's Rare Paintings—Agt
Exhibitions in London.

LoNpoN, Dec. 13, Were it not that the
*Venus" of Velasquez has attracted so much
attention and given rise to so much con-
troversy the exhibition of an linportant
work by that rare and able painter Jan
Vermeer of Delft might have been recog-
nized as a more notable event,

The “Venus" has been desoribed at length
in THE SUN, People still continue to write
to all the leading papers about it; some to
~uy that if it is not purchased for the Na-
tional Gallery it will be a national disgrace,
others to say that if £40,000 or £50,000 is
rpent on this nudity it will be a national
disgrace, kome to say that this masterpiece
will be a noble example to students; some to
miy this flaunting female will deprave the
Citizens,

No point of view lacks an exponent,
and probably there is no minute of the day
in which somebody does not express fear
lest the “Venus” go to America. At present
about £15,000 has heen subscribed toward
keeping har on this island, Berlin is also a
bidder,

The example of the exquisite art of Jan
YVermeer is “The Letter,” the picture for-
merly in the Secretan collection, whence it
went to Russia, Some would say that it is
one of about forty existing pictures by Ver-
meer of Delft; others hold that of these forty
not more than two dozen are genuine,

He evidently produced a relatively small
number of pictures, and apparently there
was no great demand for even thess few
until a couple of centuries had passed.
U'ntil quite recent times his works were com-
monly gold under the names of other and
more marketable artist#, such as Pieter de
Hoogh.

Presumably the rare and delicate quali-
ties of Jan Vermeer's art needed for their
appreciation taste of a refinement hardly
to be found in his lifetime, Fven now
there are quantities of people, professedly
fond of art, who fail to see wherein his
surpassing excellence consista,

Most people in congidering a figure
picture Jook at the persons represented,

geeking in theee a human intereset, facial | i
| to do.

expression or explanatory gesture. And
this was what old Vermeer cared least to
render.

In “The Tetter” the figures are a lady
eeated at a writing table and a servant
rtanding behind the table, The faces have
littla interest in the way of character, and
all the action i1s the handing of a letter,
Thus those who look only for the human
inferest in a picture would goon turn away.,

From this man'’s works generation after
generation has turned away, and what
they have omitted to note in thi o ne is, first,
the unusual beauty of the color scheme--
enlors ususual bath in themselves and in
their association.

The lady wears a jacket of pale saffron-
vellow gilk, hordered with ermine. This
and a touch of orange contrast with the
curious grav-blue of the table cloth, the
rich but quiet darker hlue of the servant's
apron and a massing of harmonious grays
and browns, !

In the choosing of the exact shades of the
colors thera is exquisite and fastidious
taste, and in their rendering exceptional
rkill, exceptional knowledge of the painter's
craft and fine restraint, It is an appeal
to those who have seen very many pictures
and are well nequainted with the limita-
tions of even great painters,

There are marvellously subtle gradations,
passages from light to shadow; and in the
lady's hair there are pearls, and round her
neck pearls, and in her ear a great poarl
drop, One can imagine the old painter
raying to himself: “Anybody could paint
a pretty face, but I will paint the lustre
and rare quality of this great pearl and the
Juminous delicacy of the shadow it casts
on the warm flesh.”

In this, and not alone in this, he was un-
rivalled, and to the connoisseur his pictures
are a delight. Perhaps the worst and the

| first,

beat that can he said of Jan Vermeer of |

Delft is that instead of expressing the
egonls of the people he painted, he gave a
soul to the material objects by which they
were surrounded.

“The Letter”is not w0 good a Vermeer as
some of those in Holland, but it is much
hetter than either of the specimens in the
I.ondon National Gallery. One might sup-
pose it slightly retouched in one or two
places, but Mr. Sulley, the exhibitor, rays
this is not the case.

The Society of Portrait Painters, showing
nearly three hundred works at the New
(iallery, Regent Street, has just elected as
its president W. Q. Orchardson, R. A., an
artist known and esteemed all over the
civilized world. He succeeds the founder
and first president, the late Archibald
Stuart Wartley, the pupil of Millais, and a
man well known in smart society and in the
world of sport.

Naturally, the latter qualifications are of
great advantage to a portrait painter, but
this one added to them a real if komewhat
florid talent. Painters are frequently taken
1p hy smart society, who really have little
or no talent. Then they usunally get com-
mirsions  from America, and sometimes
there 1s confusion in America hetween the
artistic qualities they are incorrectly sup-
posed to possess, and the social oppor-
tunities and business aptituces they really
POSSess,

The exhibit of the new president, Orchard-
ron, is a refined and dignified portrait of the
Rav, B, H. ._Alfunl. J.J. Shannon, A. R. A.,
rhows a good portrait of the Earl of Fever-
gham. It is here that Herman Herkormer's
portrait of Mr. Choate, and John Lavery's
Miss (‘hoate, are on view; and among the
numerous exhibitors are several clever
Frenchmen, such as Blanche, Besnard,
Incien Simon and De la Gandara.

The painter last named rends an amusing,
affected and pleasantly mysterious portrait
of the French poet, the Comtesse de Noailles
- a #lim enigma on a silk cerulean sofa, a
evmphony in hlue.

Blancke has a room all to himeelf at
the Leicester Galleries, Here the artist
i= represented chiefly by sketches and
etiudies, but as the works of J. E. Blanche
sre usually of the nature of sketches—
eletehes of character—these do not seem
Very new,

Several of his flower studies are new,
8 new departure, and one that is far from
siccessful, His flowers are all too grossly
material, Some gtill life studies, things
to eat, such as “bar en gel‘e a la Rugse,”
or “cold fish and lettuce,” are more success-
ful, not 1o say appetizing, and among the
¥eonly seen portraits is the rather well
known one of Aubrey Beardsloy.

Another room at the ILeicester Galleries
i« now filled with the work of Charles Con-
der, whom the English papers, for some
mysterious reason, call an Australian.
In hirth, however, he is a Britisher, and
in art he descends from Watteau, and his
trouble is that he cannot draw and has
not much dexterity in paint.

To say that an .artist descends from
Watteau implies tﬂnt nature has been
rarely generous, and one might indeed
look far without finding a colorist of such
charm as Conder. His gay fancies, one
must suppose, present themselves to him
ax charming designs, but in transferring
them to paper or canvas he is woefully
liampered by his inability to draw well.

800,000 each,

he meems to be by preference a painter
of the nude, And it must further be sald
that these nudes are naked, Their un-
denjable charm is decadent. It is not
necessary that one subject should be Mlle,
de Maupin to call to mind Theophile Gautler,
Briefly, these are “fair and flagrant things,”
as Crashaw has [t.

At the Goupil Gallery the work of another
colorist may be studied—one who owes
his recognition mainly to John Bargent,
R.A. Thisis H. B, Brabazon,who is 85,

He wasupward of 70 before he met with any
kind of recognition at all, but, fortunately,
he did not need it. He was an amateur.
Now he is only known to a limited public,
chiefly painters, writers and connolsseurs
of sorts, and he probably has no more en-
thuslastic admirer than Sargent, who owns
several of his works,

Brabazon is an artist who has not gone
through the professional painter’s training;
but he knows just what he can do, and what
he does he doed exquisitely. He sees ex-
quisitely, selects and expreeses easily what
he selects,

His works are commonly sketches in
water color or pastel--eketches which may
be called rlight because they omit so much,
but which are al¢o singularly complete as
an expression of certain beautiful aspects of
places and things. Brabazon's view of a
place s immaterial--something like a
memory or dream, and still more like the
picture as it first presents itself to the mind
of the artiat,

His subjects are chosen mainly at Venice,
the Italian lakes, Capri and Naples, Lucerne,
Mentone, Avignon and Algiers. And some
of the most interesting of all are memories
of other painters, such as Turner, Claude,
Rubens, Vela:quez and Guardi.

The annual show of the Women's Inter-
national Art ('lub has just opened at the
Grafton Galleries, This is the seventh and
beat exhibition, and one of the most impor-
tant pictures, a canvas probably measuring
about 14 feet by &, is “Le Jour de la Grave,
Venise," by Mlle, Rondenay,

It may be remembered that Mlle. Ron-

denay made up her mind to compete for |

the Prix de Rome, an unheard of and seem-
ingly unpermissible thing for
“Encouragement spécial de 'Etat”
was the way in which the French authoritiea
patted her on the shoulder, and at last
year's Salon the picture gained a medal
of the third class. There is undoubted
power in the bhig canvas, representing
desponding men and women grouped on
and about a flight of stone steps, but there
18 too much space to let, as artists gay—
the composition hardly filla out the space.
Miss (Cameron, a Scottish pupil of the
Spanish painter Zuloaga, follows bravely,
it at some distance, the way of her master,
and shows among other things a gory

bullfight. Thérdse Schwartze and Olga
di Boznanska, whose work is seen 1n many
European exhibitions, are fairly repre-
sented.

Of numerous American members only a
few support this year's show, and this is
regretted by a good many people. Among
names deserving of special mention are
Mary Macmonnies, Bethia Clarke, Gertrude
Leese and A. Delasalle,

THE hl(r' ‘l.ll!lf.-i RIES.

Paris Now In the Lead With 2500000
Books- Washington's Progress,

The last report of the Librarian of Con-
gress shows the number of books in the Con-
gressional Library to be 1,300,000, The in-
crease in their number is so rapid that it
is expected that in the course of time the
Congressional Library will be the largest in
the world.

Before the extension of the Congressional
Library to its present dimensions the Paris
National Library, with 2,000,000 books, stood
The library of the British Museum
and the St, Petersburg Imperial Library
followed, with 1,000,000 volumes each.

Berlin, Dresden, Munich and Copenhagen
had large libraries at that time, and there
were 330,000 books in the library of the
Vatican in Rome, and 300,000 in the Bodleian
Library at Oxford. The Washington Library
followed with 230,000 books and the Astor
Library, in this city, had 150,000,

The Paris Library has now 2,500,000 books,
the library of the British Museum has

| 2,000,000, the Imperial Library in St. Peters-

bnirg 1,500,000 and the library of Congress
1,300,000, At the present rate of increase
the Congressional Library will soon over-
take that of St, Petersburg, and will ulti-
mately overtake the British Museum and
the National Library in Paris.

Meanwhile, under the eystem of consolida-
tion of libraries now going on, the New
York Public Library, a combination of three
hig libraries, will exceed even the Congres-
sional Library,

The Harvard Library at Cambridge has
now 560,000 hooka, Chicago University
200,000, and Yale and Columbia universities

VARIETIES OF TRUFFLES.
The Violet Is Most Highly Esteemed; the
Summer Most Seen In Markets.,

From the American Homes and Gardena.

Of varieties we may ention, first, the
violet trufile, which abounds in Périgord and
Provence, It (® covered with polyvgonal
warts and often marked with rusty spots,
Its weight usually ranges from sixty to a
hundred grams (2 to a3 ouncesl, though
gpecimens weighing 500 grams (more than a
pound) are gometimes found. At maturity,
which it reaches in Jate autumn or winter,
its flesh is black with a reddish or violet sheen,
Ite agresable flavor and delicate ndor make
it the most highly esteemed of all varieties,

The black trufe, smaller than the pre-
ceding, and of variable size, is found abonut
four inches helow the surface of the ground,
Itg flesh is gray or hister, marked with light
red spots at maturity. It is not in vegy great
demand, because of its musky odor,

The St. John's or cunmer truffie is zathered
in July or in October. The tubers of this
spegies are rounded and have a hrownish
black skin and large polygonal warts, atriped
transversely. The flesh, nearly white at
first, hecomes, on ripening, a clay vellow or
light brownish bister. The summer trufile
is found everywhere in the forests of central
and southern France, growing under horn-
heams, hirches and hazel bushes. ‘Though
ita rather coarse, onionlike odor lessens ita
value, it is almost the only wvariety seen in
the markets of England, Germany and Pied-
mont,

The trufe known as the “grogse fouine,”
or “pitchfork,” somewhat resembles the St
John's trufe, but is distinguished from it by
the smallness of ita warts, its moderate size,
rough black skin and dark tawny gray flerh,

marked with fine hlack lines and usually
by a broad cleft near the base. .
“Another wild species which is atill sold

ig the murk truffle, known in Provence by the
name of “caillette.” .

The remainine wild species, which are
included under the general designation of
“dog's nose,” because of their resemblance
to the muzzle of that useful aquadruped,
PORSEss N0 gAgtronomic importance,

Identity In a Street Car,
F'rom the Indianapnlis News,

They were going to the theatre. The ecar

was crowded, and there being two or three

polite men left in Indianapolis, one of the
two or three gave her a geat in the forward
end of the car. He remained on the plat-
form to finish a clgar. She always lets him
do that.

When the conductor came along the smoker
possessed of a “"steady” girl presonted two
tickets. .

“Who is thie for?" asked the ticket
CUrer. -

“The lady up in front, .

“Yes, hut there are geveral up there,

“Oh, well, let's see; T muﬂ:f_l.n:: for the one

pro-

This is the more regrettable becausel under Eat-'em-Quick bisc

N

I
a woman

POEMS WORTH READING.

The O} Iron Steve.

1 hate to part with you, old stove!

You've warmed me these forty years;

And stayed by me more than half my life,

Bright days and dark dsys, sad days and glad days,

Autumns ohill and winters cold,

Have found you always In your place,

Though we have passed some dreary days by your
elde,

We have also had jolly times around your genlal
glow,

And you held your peaoce and were true

What & good friend Is he who stands by you always,

Koeps your counsel and {s never false to your trust,

Whenever | fed you, old stove, on coal or chips
or old newspapers

You digested them all and glowed with & cheerful
warmth,

When the smoke pipe sulked you told me,

And when I cleaned out the soot how you rejolced

And breathed freer and lighted up the room

With the joy of belng able to serve me as before,

Royally you did your work for forty years,

But now your day Is done and you must go or be
turned fnto serap or old iron.

But, old stove, you will not go 10 the scrap heap
alone;

For It Is certain I will shortly follow.

Another forty years, aye less, and I also will be gone,

0Old stove, you were falthful to the end.

Would I could always be as true as you,

Never Indolent, never weary, never careless, never
fmpatient of my work.

Good by, old stove! 1 do not know who will get
you or how he will use you:

But he and you will never be better frlends than
you and I.

I would not of my own accord let you go,

FFor 1 van never forget the good work you have done;

But duty calls and you wlil heed,

For you have never complained or shirked a duty.

And you will go Into serap iron or be melted In &
seething mass

As cheerfully as you went into a stove.

May | be as ready to meet the inevitable change

That will shiortly come to us all.

CHESTER, Ha, DAvVID M, JOHNBON,

A Protest.
It Is framed In little mottors,
It 1s dinged Into your ear,
And the helpful poet sings (4
In a ditty loud and clear:
“Do it now!"

Yet, although procrastination
As the thief of time they brand,
Wil they never comprehend (t
That some larceny Is grand?

Nay, I'm sure that when in heaven
We have reached the far off shore
And eternlty’'s vast ages
Still are rolling on before,

If your harp is for & moment
Lying sllent on the floor,
Then some consclentious spirit
Wil admonish as of yore;
“Do It now!"
McCLANDBURCH \WILSON,

Ballad of John Nevins.
Down Maphattan harbor in the winter weather
(Hitter blew the cast wind, roaring In from sea),
Ploughing through the spindrift, a tug and scow
together
Caught the driving
suddenly.

blast abeam and shifted

Laden to her rall top, listing and careening,
Plunged the scow as one who grimly grappies
with his fate;
Ia a mighty roller swept, white crest over leaning,
Turned the scow as turtles turn, helpless with
Its welght.

Nevins -Johnny Nevins- saw, agonized of feature,
From the tugboat's lcy deck, which was duty’s
place,
As the scow was gripped and whelmed, some poor
fellow creature
Clutehed and crushed relentlessly
embrace,

in the sea's

Hesitate? Glve aught a thought! Nay, with &
dare to danger
(There was self forgetfulness) overboard he sped,
Snatched from out the arms of death the body of
the stranger-
Succored him tlll rescue came; can aught more

be sald?

Aye, a word of laurelling; aye, a song of honor,
For the Johnny Nevinses, fearless Ln life's fray !
Proud be we to glvethem pralse, each of us a donor!
Hall the galiant heroes, then —men of every day |

CLINTON SCOLLARD,

When Phyllis Danced.
When Phyllls danced--1 gazed spellbound
Upon her sweet, enchanting graces,
In ev'ry dimple, ah! I found
Allurlng faces,

When Phylls danced—-my heart's requite
I murmured not, love was so coylish.
And so, 1 hid my soul's delight
In manner boylsh.

When Phyllls danced ah, me! ah, me!
My tongue was dumb though love was plenty
VWhen Phyllis danced me on her knee:
1 one, she twenty.
HORACE SEYMOUR KELLER,

A Little Soul.
A little soul looked out upon the night
Half loosed from Its poor battered body there,
Shivering at thought of going forth all bare
Into the vold from which It came, 80 bright,

Looked forth and saw the troop of bodiless shapes
That filcker to and fro in the stark night,
Rlown by the wind of fate,

Then sobbing. sald the litte soul: “] am afrald
to go!

I'm such a feeble 11ttle Jight, T might blow out, you
know."

RATHERIME D, U, BLAKE,

Plato Decelved.

From the New Orieans Times-Democrat,
The ghost of Plato came to earth

And wandered sadly all around;
Companionship of human sort

He sought but somehow never found,
U'ntfl he came unto a mald

And man all sitting on the ground,

The man was speaking: and the mald
At Intervals exclaimed aloud
“The Idea! The Idea!”
Which made old Pluto rather
"Ry Pallas!” he observed. "Behold
{ girl not of the common crowd!

roud,

“She doth Insist, as T percelve,
U'pon ‘the idea,' as |

In my philosophy have taught,
Flse why that oft repeated cry*”

Perhaps 'twas just as well the sage
Stayed not for question or reply!

A Bacteriological Nightmare,
From the Washington Star,

Mlicrobes In the water,
Microbes In the alr:

Microbes in the ple and cake,
Microbes everywhere!

Jaying for you In the cold,
Likewise In the heat,

Fvery time you draw your breath
Or &top to drink or eat,

In horrid consternation
I valnly try to sleep:

I know that through the casement
Bacilll strive to creep:

Though as creatlon’s mighty lords
We swagger and pretend

The microbe seems to be the one
Who triumphs In the end,

Overlooked.
From the Miluwnukeer Sentinel.
We can sterillze food,
We can sterllize drink -
In fact we can sterilize
Thoughts that we think:
The knowledge of one thing,
However, |1s missing-
No savant has told how
To sterllize Kissing !

Come Back to the Fiat.

Come back to the flat,

The old janitor's fired,
And a handsome young coon

Is the latest one hired. N
He stands at the door

With a whisk In his hand
And brushes your garments

From dust and from sand,

Just tip him a nickel
He brings up your beer
And closes his eyes
' To the things that look queer,
Long promised«repalrs
The landlord has fixed,
The faucels don't leak
And the wall paper sticks.

All salesmen and pedlers
Fly out on thelr heads,
And the night walking angels
Keep shy of our beds,
And every reform
They are getting down pat;
So don't go to Jersey
Come back to the flat,
J. 0. B, 8

*

Anvther member asserted thot
r the laws of Germany such marriages were
legal, and the offspring legitimate. What, under
the laws of Germany, I8 the legal status of such a
conpectlon and of the children barn of 11?7 Is a
ronanulc marriage In  Germany legitimate”
re chlldren borm of auch arrangements legitimate?
Can a man In Germany contract 8 morganatic mar
rlage and subsequently, without belng divorced
or the morganatle wife dying, contract a lawful
marriage with another woman? GERMANY.
The fallure to appreciate the true nature of mor-
ganatic wedlock s by no means uncommon, ‘I'he
legal definition is this: “A lawful and Inseparahle
conjunction of a single man of nobte and fllustrious
birth with a single woman of an Inferior or plebelan
atation, upon this condition, that neither the wife
nor childran ehould partake of the title, arms or
dignity of the hushand, nor succeed to his Inherit-
ance, but should have a certain allowance assigned
t0 them by the morganatio contract. The mar-
riage ceremony was regularly performed, the
union was for life and fndissoluble, and the children
were legitimate.” This statement, digested from
Article 835 of the Prussian code,completely answers
the apecific questions of the correspondent. Re-
puguant as the system, when Imperfectly com-
prehended, may seem to us, a careful examination
of this definition will make It clear that it is, where
applicable, a very wise and very wholesome pro-
viston, which permits full play to the affections
and a freedom of marriage cholce. To a heredi.
tary prince regnant the parties (n Interest to his
marriage are not merely the man and the woman;
& third and moat Important {nterest Is that of the
reigning family which has the right to rule or of the
peaple who consent to such rule.  The morganatic
marrlage permits a marriage of affection to the
man who underlles the prince, the man marries
thereby, and not the ruler,

To settle a dispute kindly decide the followlng.
A bets that about ten years ago, during the Vene
zuelan controversy, President Cleveland issued
what was practically an ultimatum to the Hritish
Government, through the regular diplomatie
channels, that any further attempt upon its part
to enforce its claims in the manner It had adopted
would be regarded by the United States as a viola
tion of the Mouroe Doctrine and as siuch a suf
fclent casdas  belll, A further contends  that
(ireat Britain then backed down from her previous
position, H contends that after Great Hritain
nad declined to arbitrate her dispute with \Vene
zuela President Cleveland simply made recom-
mendations to Congress suggesting that an Amerl
can commisslon be named to visit Venezuela and
report upon tne matter at Issuc, with the Intention
that the ('nited States should enforce, at all ¢nsts,
the findings of this commission. Which Is right!

1 S,

w, fllegitimate.
nn.at

Mr, Cleveland wrote the Venezuela message of
December 17, 1895, Taat state paper was un
mistakably ratified from end to end of the land,
and over nlght became the united volee of “the
Unlted States, never before so united in half a
century., The resources of diplomatic communi
catlon had been exhausted and the President lald
before the Congress the diplomatic exchanges,
No ultimatum had then been [ssued: as events
proved, no formal yltimatum was ever to be 1ssued,
The President In the message lald before the Con
gress the papers showing the history and Instant
position of the case and the relation of the Mon
roe Doctrine thereto; In fact, the Monroe Doc-
trine 10 .ue Wes 7n Hemlsphiere was stated anew,
Mr. Cleveland's recommendation, Indeed, was that
a commission be named, But {t was not "simply”
made, There wus this statement, one worthy
10 he remembered even as (t was warmly recelved;
“In making these recommendations | am fully
alive to the full respoustbhility Incurred and keenly
realize all the consequences that may follow, |
am nevertheless firm In my conviction that while
it I1s a grlevous thing to contemplate the two great
English speaking peoples of the world as belng
otherwise than friendly competitors in the onward
march of civilizatlon and strenuous and worthy
rivals In all the arts of peace, there 18 no calamity
which a great natlon can Invite which equals that
which follows supine submisslon to wrong and
injustice and a consequent loss of national self
respect and honor, beneath which Is salelded and
defended the people's safety and greatness.” The
effect was Immedlate at home, scarcely less so
abroad,

Please glve a short account of the mutiny of
Midsbipman Spencer, and his execution. Did
not tne President approve the nading of the
court-martial before the ofricer was executed?

. F. E. CLIFFORD,

The incident has been too much the suhject of
controversy to permit Its helng disposed of in any
such brief account as alone would he here possihle:
It forms one of the most Interesting chapters (the
128d) In Benton's “Thirty Years View.” It was a
taple which stirred Gall Hawmilton to unremitting
and fioally succesaful efforts to clear the memory
of young Spencer, As to the definite point to which
luquiry is directed, the answer is that the President
did not approve the findings, for the trial, If so
Irregular a proceeding can be called & court-martial,
was held on the high secas and Midsbipman Spencer
and two others were hanged from the yard arm of
the brig Somers hefare the vessel returned Lo port,
although land was no, far away.

Can you glive a clear and simple definition of the
terms “abstract” and “concrete™? H. AL H

1t would scarcely be possible to add to the clarity
and simpUcity of the dennition established hy John
Stuart MilLin his“System of Logle,” Book 1, chapter 2,
"Aconcrete name s a name which stands fora thing,
an ahstract name Is a name which stands for an
attribute of a thing." And, a little later, recurring
to the sentence of this definition, Mill continues:
“I have used the words conerete and abstract in
the sense annexed to them by the schoolmen, who,
notwithstanding the Imperfections of their phi
losophy, were unrivalled In the constriuction of
technical language, and whose definitions, in logle
at least, though they never went more than a Ittie
way Into the subject, have seldom, | think, been
altered but to be spoiled.”

Is there a place In Irsland of the name of Varg-
ney and what county 1s It in/  Also What countles
centre In Athlone and what part 1s censidered wie
centre of Irvland? J. P, R1LEY.

Vargney does not appear on the maps and
we have access to no lIst of the bharonies, At
Athlone one bank of the Shannon is In \Vest
meath, famed for the helfers of Mulllngar, hollow 1o
the heels: the other bank Is in Roscommon, and that
part of Lough Ree that lles In Longford brings that
county pretty close, \When you measure east
and west and north and south Athlone |tself Is about
as near the centre as one could wish,

Is the statement "The rarest of rare things"
correct? It was made by a Iearned judge In tne
course of a declslion; the objection (s made 1hat
It1s permissible, hut notcorrect. F. P, WILLISTON

Whatever 18 permissible becomes, i1t permitted
long enough, absolutely correct In English speech,
for right of user is as Indefeasible In Janguage as
In real property. That Is to be &een In two such
good words as “humbug” and "mob,” the one of
which was roundly denounced In Queen Anne's
time as a blackguard word and the other as too
vulgar for polite use. “Falrest of the fair” having
a recognized standing, one may not seek to take
away the right of recognition from “the rarest
of the rare.”

My son, aged 18, Is desirous of entering Annap-
olis. What are the requirements to gain this
object? }f H. B

The minlmum age of admisslon |s 16, The en
trance examination calls for a good grounding In
no more than the commaon school branches of study,
The practical way to go about securing the ap-
pointment Is to learn from your Representative In
Congress when he has a vacancy to fill.  Then set
to work to get the appointment. It 1s now a some-
what general custom for each Congressman to offer
the appointment to the winner in a competitive
examination open to all the boys In his district who
are eligible.

What Is vyopathy? 1Is It different from oste
opathy? Where could I obtaju information about
this system of healing llls? JORN CORNISH,

O wegatchie.~ Mr, Tallman may be interested to
know that Oswegatchle (8 an lroquols word mean -
Ing little river winding around 8 mountain,  Fort
La Présentation was hullt In 1749, not 1745, by Father
Plequet, The coruerstone of this fort has an in
seription I Laun which reads that way. This
stone Is over the entrance to the Oswegatchie Town
Hall, Epwin W, THOMAR,

The question of the date seems settled at 1748
by these two citations In Parls Document X (O'Cal-
laghan's “Documentary History of New York.”
Vol, 1, page 428 and 424:) "80 Sept, 1745, The Ahhé
Ploquet departs from Quebec for Fort Frontenac;
he is to look In the neighbourhood of that Fort
for a location best adapted for a village for the
Iroquols of the Flye Natlons who propose to em-

brace Christlanity.” “31% &Y% 1700 Mr, de la
Jonquiére sends & plan drawn by Sleur de Lery
of the ground selocted by the Abbé Plequet for
his mission and a letter from the Abbé coutaining
a Relatlon of his voyage and the situatlon of the
place. He says he |eft the fourth of May of last
year with twenty five Frenchmen and four Iro-
quols Indlans; he arrived the thifticth at the River
de la Présentation, called Soegatzy. The land
there Is the finest In Canada. ™

Betty Martin.—A modestly anonymous contribu
tor writes that this classle poem, recently called
for, runs as follows: s

Helgh Betty Martin, tiptoe finc:

She couldn't get & man to s, her mind:

Some too coarse and some too Nne,

For preity Betty Martin, tiptoe line.

Will a shot from a revolver or rifle fired In a vert|
cal position return to and strike the earth with the
same force and momentum as it left the revolver or
rifle? . B. M.

In theory, yes; and the theory has been borne out

in practice,

l

to A's game, Who wins?
The bldder, who has the first count,

Clneh.
bidder,

No,
the
difference
than he
prevents
to bid

Bridge. B. B. A.says: If A and B lose mPolnln
toCand D, do A and H pay 531 each or 602 each?

The general rule 18 for each individual player to
pay his right hand adversary the amount of the
rubber, which would make A and B each lose 602
points. This polint Is not stated in the laws of the
game, which are largely copled from the old whist
laws, In which the same ambiguousness gave rise
to many disputes on this very point.

C. ' says: A leads, all follow sult, and B, who Is
A's partner, gathers in the trick without oppos!
tlon from the dealer, although dummy ‘?lnyc the
highest oard and actually won the triek. A says
nothing, but dummy says: “May | ask what hand
took the last trick?"

According to law 62, dummy has no right to make
any remark calling attentlon to the Irregularity.
It he does so In this case he affects the dealer's
right to exact a penalty for the lead out of tum
which B would naturally have. made \f dummy
had sald nothing. At the end of the hand dummy
may correct an erroneous score, 8o that he could
then call attentlon to the fact that this trick was
not A B's, but the dealer’'s. The practical difficulty
In sueh cases has heen found to be that dummy's
statement at the end of the hand s usually dis-
puted and the players deny that dummy held the
high card he says he held.
stlll very far from perfect, especlally with regard
o dummy, —_

Cribbage, J, €, (", says: How should a hand of
four fours and a seven be counted up?

By laying out the fours In a square It will be
sern that each slde and each dlagonal make a palr
and these slx palrs are worth 12 holes, WIith each
of these palrs the seven can he combined to make
a fifteen, 12 more holes: 24 In all.

J.T. Rosays: A wants 1 to go. B Is the
It A geta his 1 18 he out?

The proper way toscore In einech 18 to deduct
lower score from the higher and score the

In this case B simply counts one less
made, deducting A's point. This rule
"sweatlng out” by players who refuse

T, T.says: Can a player count a go when his
adversary has no card In hand and does not tell
him to go?

Yes, A player can say “Go"
cannot play without passing 81,
for go and for Inst card.

to himself if he
He then pegs

W, 8. S says: A dispute arlses over the count
of this hand -5, 6, 6. 7, 8. One player Insists that
it Is worth 24, reckoning a double run of three,
6. 6, 7, and then a double run of three, 8, 7, 8, and
finally a double run of four, 5, 6 7, 8. To this he
adds the nfteen two and the patr, making 24.

While the laws of cribbage state that any se.
quence may he reckoned again if It ban be rebullt
by the substitution of another card, which {8 what
the player probably has In mind, It has never been
the custom to allow a player to divide up sequences
In this manner making a run of three out of a run
of four. Strange to say the laws of the game do
not state that [t shall not he done, and no work
on cribbage points out that sequences are not to
he split up In this manner. Attentlon has never
been called to the point before In this columu.

Dominoes. €. R. J. says: A hets B that he will
call a domino drawn by B, odd aor even. A\ calls
odd and B draws the double blank., Who wing?

The double blank Is even, just as the.number
ofa notelsevenif it ends In 0. It may be remarked
n passing that A Is foolish to eall odd, because the
odds against its bring odd are 4 o §,  There are
16 even dominoes In the set and only 12 odd ones,
80 that a person who bet on even all the time would
have odds of 16 to 12 In his favor,

S. 8 says: In a block game, 500 up, A Is 300 and
B 1s 150 when H blocks on twos A says “No. 1
have the deuce trey.” 1t Is then found that the
set s irregular, there belng eight twos in {t.  What
should be done?

All the counts made on the deal In which the
Irregularity 1s digscovered must be taken back, but
the diMmeulty Is to tell just what those counts were,
unless the players have made a mark at the end of
each deal. It would seem possible, however, to go
back over the play, domino by domino, and to
take back the points scored.

Euchre. H. W..I says: If a lone hand Is euchred
by his two opponents, how many poluts do they
score, two or four?

Two only. It is In rallroad euchre, when a lone
hand plays against a lone hand and the lone hand
that made the trump 1Is euohred, that the euchre
counts four.

M. C. says. There are three prizes. A and B
tle for nrst place with 12 poluts each, C coming
next with 11, A and B eut for Arst prize and A wins
Several members insist that C gets second prize
and that B gets none, as he cut for first prize and
lost 1t

A and B do not cut for first prize, but to declde
which shall have the cholee of first or second. The
two h'ghest scores must win the two highest prizes
and they cut to declde which, If A wins the cut
and takes one, B takes the other.

C.I. R, says: Can a plaver who has not a trump
in his hand order up the dealer?

Yes. The dealer Is often ordered up to prevent
him from making more than two points on a hand,
when to score four points would be glving him an
advantage. When the eldesthandis 4to0or4to1
he should always order up unless he has a certain
trick

Hearts. J. A. T. says: How can three or four
players settle in a frlendly game when they desire
to play for so much a heart taken In by each?

The falrest way Is for ecach playver to put Into
the pool for each heart he takes In as many chips
as there are players besldes himself, When all
have pald up, cach player then takes out of the
pool one counter for every heart he did not take
in. Suppose four play. A takes In 4 hearts, B 7,
¢ 2and ) none. A paysin 12, B pays 21, C pays 6,
There are now 30 chips In the pool. D Draws
out 13, as there were 13 hearts that he did not
get stuck with. Adrawsout 9, BAand C 11, and the
pool Is emptied again It has heen demonstrated
that In sweepstake hearts one player may tako
fn only 5% hearts In 60 deals and yet be 48 counters
out, while another may take in 500 hearts in the
same deals and stlll be 46 ahead.

Sixty six. J. H. H. says: A has the lead and
lays a card, turning down the trump after he
as led, but before B has played to the trick, B
bets A must close before he leads

As long as B has not played {t does not seem
to make much difference as to the exact moment
that A cioses, because closing Is simply a notifica-
cation to B that he must follow sult If he can,

Poker. F.C.S.says: Only two players are left
intobet. MHeallsJ, and Jsays, "Kings and sevens,”
showing them. H says, “That's good" and J takes
in the pot, raking the chips Into the table pocket.
H then discovers that he held aces up and shows
them. He thought he had aces only. Who wins
the pot now?

There 18 no pot, J having taken It In. H must
suffer for his own error In not following the rules
of the game, which distinctly say that when a
player is In a call he shall show hls hand to the
board. Had H lald down his rards when he called
J there would have been no dispute,

W. W. W, says: In deallng for the draw In an

elght hand game, the cards run out at E's turn to
ask. The dealer shuffes the discards of A, B, O
and I». \When It comes to G, can he demand that
the discards of E and F be mixed with the pack
betore he Is helped ?

Not unless the pack has run short again.

A. R.J. says’ (an a player straddle until the
amount put up hy the last straddler ts the limit,
just as he can increase any previous bec by the
itmit?  For Instance, if the limit Is 50, blind 3. can
20 and 40 be put up to restraddle 107

No. The straddling must stop at such an amount
that the Airst player to come In shall not have to
put up more than the lmit. If the straddiing
goes to 40, 1t calls 80 to play, which Is not allowed.

J. E. D, gays: 1If two cards are exposed in the
deal, 1s It A misdeal?

Yes

Agaln: Must the dealer tell how many cards
he drew any time he Is asked, or only before a bet
has been made?

Only when he 18 asked by a player who has not
made a bet, but who Is still in the pool.

R. R._S. says: A deals, and B opens the pot,
¢ and D come In, but when It comes to E he an-
nounces that he has six cards.  He has not looked
at or lifted them. What should be done?

1t all the other hands are correct, there must
be a new deal, a8 a bet has been made.

H. 1. G.says: A holus two Incks and four spades
when he opens. \Vhat shall he do If he wants to
spliit?

[']'hr Iatest rule 1s that the opener of any jack pot
shall always preserve his discard by nlacing It under
the chips In the pool, 1t s no one's business whetheg
he splits or not, as bis preserved discard will show
for Itself. The discard belng always kept, whether
the opener splits or not, no one can tell when he is
splitting, so that his hand is not betrayed,

H. P. K. wants to Kknow all the [nstances that
make a misdeal. This 1s to declde a bet,

Law 15, Practical Poker, says: It s a misdea) 1t
any card Is found faced In the pack, when dealing
the orlginal hands, or If the pack Is proved to be
fmperfect, or if the dealer glves slx cards to more
than one player, or if he deals too many or too few
hands, or If he exposes more than one card {n deal-
ing

. §. wants to know If a player who has passed a
jack, refusing to open t, can ralse the opener,

Certwalnly lie can. A player may have a four
card Nush which will not open, but may be good
enough to ralse on If there Is a good pot to play
for. r

Our bridge laws are |
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Mischances That Have Attended His Reign
~—May a Fateful Month.

It has heen suggested that Nicholas II.,

Czar of all the Russias, {s the unlucklest

of livingmen. One would have no difficulty
in showing at least that the Czar has had
more mischance than any other monarch
on a throne.

His first mishap was that which pro-
phetically came to him in Japan. He
was touring Europe and Asia in 1891 with
Prince George of (ireece. At Ossu, Japan,
although he had had splendid entertain-
ment from the Mikado, there was a feeling
antagonistic to Russia, and a Japanese
drew a sword to kill him, when Prince
George thrust it aside.

Afterward a Japanesa maiden, in atone-
ment, went to a temple, placed a sword
hilt down on the ground and fell upon it. |
You might call the event good or bad luck,
since the (zarewitch was preserved.

But what he was preserved for was to
turn later the first sod of the Siberian rail-
way at the eaatern end; and for the dig-
nity-——which he in no measure desired, but
shrank from-—of the crown which came to
him soen after by reason of the death of his
father, Alexander III., at Livadia.

This attack occurred in May--a month
eventful to Nicholas II. It wasin May
that he was born, thirty-seven years ago,

He did not want at 26 to rule the destiny
of 130,000,000 people. He had always de-
tested offlcial life and the homage of
courtiers, But the duties and responsi-
bilities of autocracy fell upon him.

He began badly. On the occasion of his
coronation thousands of his poorer sub-
jects were crushed to deathon Khudynskoi
Plain. On that plain came what many
regarded as the fatal evidence of the ill
luck which pursues and makes his life woe-
ful, Just before his accession he had be-
come betrothed to the Princess Alix of
Hesse. This, too, was outside his reckon-
ing. Gossip had it that he didn't want
to marry a German Princess, and that the
Princess Hélene d'Orléans, daughter of the
Comte de Paris, was very much admired
by him, )

11l luck seemed to pursue him in his mar-
ried life. For a time it seemed as though his
wife would bear him nothing but daughters
and no heir to the throne. In 18985 she gave
birth to the girl christened Olga; two years
after to the one named Tatiana; two years
later to Marie, then in 1001 to Anastasia.

Meantime the Czar and the people and the
(zarina herself were disappointed, In
August last year the Czarina hore him
another child—and it was a boy. So his
luck in this respect may be said to have
turned. i

However much a Liberal at heart, the best |
accounts agree that the Czar took up his
inherited authority first with distaste, and
then with firm purpose of continuin% his
father’s policies. He kept his father's
counsellors, and declared he would uphold
the principle of aumcraoi. .

His ill luck interfered here, too. Pobie-
donostseff was obliged to retire. Muravieff
was taken from him by sudden death.
M. de Plehve, his baleful Minister of the
Interior, a Muscovite Grand Vizier, was
destroyed by a bomb. His best beloved
uncle, the Grand Duke Sergius, was blown
to pieces by a bomb. His Governor of Fin-
land was struck down.

Death has threatened his own person
many times. In Italy, in 1803, a man named
Goertz was apprehended in time to spoil a
plot of assussination. An anarchist ob-
tained admirsion to a state reception at the
palace of Tsarskoe-Selo in the uniform of a
superior officer of the gendarmerie and was
discovered, with bombs in his pockets,
just in time. A girl student, Mlle. Mere-
zheveky, was frustrated in an attempt to
kill him at the spring review in 1904,

When, last January, with his court the
Czar was ending the ceremony of blessin
the water of the River Neva, a shrapne
from a battery which was firing a salute
exploded near the royal pavilion, killing
one man and wounding others.

He completed the Siberian Railway, as
his father desired, in order to consoli-
date Russian power in Asia and extend |
Russian trade, industry and commerce.
But this railway was one of the causes that
brought about the unhicky war with Japan.

The ineffectiveness of his numercus
reforms and attempts at conciliation -
annulments of peasants' indebtedness, open-
ings of altars of the Old Faith to undisturbed
worship, decrees of religious freedom to all,
concessions to the Jews, abolitions of flog-

ing and Siberian exile—the failure of these |
ﬁaneﬂta to pacify his country might well be
ascribed to the sinister element which reems
to inhere in all his undertakings.

Then there are all the disasters of the war
with Japan and the massacres in various
parts of the Empire to be considered in an
account of the mischances that haveat-
tended his reign.

FIRST GOLD FOU
‘Twas Discovered by a Russian Trader on
the Anauk River In IN32.

Gold was first discovered in Alaska on
the Anauk River, a tributary of the Kus-
kowim River, which joins the latter stream
about twenty-five miles below the trading
post of Kalamakoffsky, says the Kefchikan
Mining Journal. The Anauk River was dis- |
covered by Ivan Simengon Takeen in 1832,
at which time he built a fort, called Lukeen's
Fort, on the Kuskowim River, twenty-flve
miles ahove the mouth of the Anank. It was
party destroyed by natives in 1841, and, re-
built by Kalamakoff, a Russian trader, was
afterward called Kalamakoff redoubt,

In 15832 the headquarters of the Russian-
American Trading Company were at Sitka
and supplies were transported thence to
lLukeen's Fort by way of Nushagak River,
Tic-chic river and lake and down the Anauk |
River to the Kusgkowim River and thence
up stream twenty-five miles to the fort, In |
1837 the vearly supplies were sent by wav
of the mouth of the Kuskowim River and
the old way abandoned as a summer route
and used only for the purpose of gending out
the maile during the winter by dog teams.
It was the only winter route the Russians
ever used from any point on the Yukon to
the outside (Sitka), and was only abandoned
for the purpose after they left the country.

It was while on one of these trips in 1832
that the Russian& discovered gold on the
Anauk, and it is known to-day as the Yellow
River of the Russians. Tt is not known
whether they ever attempted mining on any
large scale or whether they found gold in
paying quantities but it ia thought to be
the first time on record of gold being found
in this country.

Lukeen wae born of Russian and Spanish
American Creole parents in the Ross colony
in California. He was well educated at the |
Sitka school and proved to bhe an active,
energetic and intelligent ofMcer. In 1863
Lukeen ascended the Yukon River from St.
Michael to Fort Gihbon, then a Hudson's
Bay Company trading post, which was bujlt
by MeMurray, who descended the Porcupine
River in 1847. Lukeen was the first nan
who connected the Pelly River of Campbell
and the sea. He returned to St. Michael
that fall. _In 18686 the Russian garrison at
Kalamakoff reduobt, in oharge of Dementofr,
was withdrawn, the Unit States having
purchased Alaska from the Russians.
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Means THOROUGH

In everything per-
taining to Business
Education. Indi-
vidual instruction.
Enter any time.
DAY AND EVENING—48TH YEAR.
PACKARD COMMERCIAL SCHOOL

4th Ave. & 23d St. Subway at Door.

r

EAGAN SCHOOL

624 Broadway, Cor, Spring St., New York.

A bigh grade commerieal schiool In the
heart of New York's husiness distriet, Sy
perlor in faculty, methods, h,\ll]l!ll"l\l and

employment facliities,  Occuples an entire
floor of ten thousand square feet,  Light,
venttlation excellent, DAY and

heat and
EVENING

Early Night School

Mondays, Wednesdays and Frid: Ind!-
vidual Instruction any time after 5.30, Call,
[')'hlnn(- or write for partlenlars. Call If pos-
Sihie

1900

We extend to onr frienas and the publle
the grectings of the scason, with the wish
that the New Year may bring them happiness
and prosperity

We Invite those Interested In business’
education to cali on us and disciss a SPECIAL
PROPOSITION,  wherehy they ean  be
cquipped In o a few months, day or cvenlng,
and placed by us TRER OF CHARGE in
refined positions with Nheral saiarles,

Merchants and Bankers’ School,

605 Madison Ave, ( HEth St
Business, Hookukecplig, Shorthand, Type-
writing, Regents, (ivil Serviee, Preparatory,
Mt_'g'hnnh al Draging, Penmanship, Languages.

The largest Rellable Registered School In'

Amerien,
TEY & GARDNER,

‘Phone 2 Plaza Write or call.
(OSBRI R T T R W TV
Hookkeeping, Shorthand
Typewrliing, Penmanship,
Civil Serviece and Academio
Pepartments.

Ooven day and evening,
Call or write for catalogue,

obima ek

N9 W. 125 8t
WALWORTH’S -

10R-110 East 125th St., near Park Ave.
Brorwm after holldays. Day, Jan.2: eve., Jan. 8
Stenography, Typewriing, Hm»k‘:«-vplni. Pen-
manship, cte, taughit by SPECIALISTS
Day & Eve. Founded 1871, Sltuations nhlalnﬂ;
Cuall, wrrite or telenhane for Cotalogue,

" The Thbhlpso'n~—'_SEﬂ;)ol.

$12 PAYS for three months' expert INDIX«
VIDUAL instruction In Bookkecping, Stenog -
raphy, Typewrlting and Engllsh  in the Night

School of THOMPSON'S PRACTICAL BUSI-
NESS SCHOOL, 62 Cooper Square, New York

old No. 20 Fourth av,y., Call or send for pros-
pectus.
Teachers' Agencies,
THE E. MIRIAM COYRIERE AGENCY. 150 8th

av., New York city, makes a speclalty of consclen-
Hnu?l_\' fumishing to parents full information of
good schools and Instructors In all branche.

Fstabitshad 1880 Hoheas

Miscellaneous.

Iasih ot

CHESY
PE NT MASTURS Ve

¢
'
MF
P

Kindergarten Training. (mesrs now
forming. tree scuoiarships (lmited). The Froes
bel Normul Institute, 48 frving Ul Manhattan.

ANY KIND OFSCHOOL: YOU SAVE MONE
IN SOME, Write for particulars of those wauted‘.'
AGENCY, 258 W.104th St.. N. Y.

MUSICAL,

WAAAAAAAAA, -

THE NATIONAL
CONSERVATORY

OF MUSIC

O AMBRICA \Mizplesasiis "')

Incorporated In 1885 and Chartered in
hy Special Act of Congress.
Poreerly 125 East 17th St, now at
7-40 WEST 25TH ST, NEW YORK.
SEMIANNUAL ENTRANCE  EXAMS,
VOICE, JAN, 4TH (THURS,, 2.4 P.
M. FPIANO, ORGAN, VIOLIN AND,
ORCHESTRA, JAN. 6TH SAT), 2-1%
PMIEVE EXAMINATIONS, 50 P M.,
SAMU DATES.
ARTISTIC FACULTY :
‘'Y, ADELE MA

Founded by

RAFA EL.

JO-
RG1Y 3

SEFI'Y, I

D1 NBERG, EQ
F 1K SCHULZ, HENRY T,
Fi! 0 SPICKER, CHARLES
HEINROTH, ET(. A\DDRESS SECRE-
TARY,

Hunting Rahbits With ¥erret,

IProm e Janpdin 00«

Conncilman W. S, Brown, aceampanied by
a neighbor, made a novel hunting trip to
Wild ¢ at Springs and viciniry vestorday,

Ingtead of yups and dogs the hunters earps
ried in a shotBie a slender white forret, which
is a pet of the Brown housenold

Two rabbite were tracked 1o their winter
dens by the hunters and hoth were victims
of the ferret’s prowess, hait the hnnters bageed
no game, the farret having cut the jugulap

vein of its vietims and left them in their own

lairs.

Councilman Brovwn hrought his pet uptown
yvesterday afternoon for the purpose of having
it8 incisors flad, tous robbing it of jts mure
derous weapons and making it more valuable
asa hunting comranion

Brown Gax owned the ferret asout two
vears and last winter, when the snow was
on, succeeded in taling twenty-one rabbits
alive by aid ot the slender Yittle hunter

I'he plan parsoed was 1o send the ferret
into the holes where rahibits were sunposed
1o be in hiding An open e then was held
aver the holes, and the startled cottontail
thus were snuely hageed as they gought to
escape

T'he ferret is very tame and fond of heing
petted No rat or monse ever has hoon dis-
ahout the Hrown houschold since
BeCuring the cunn ng ratier

The Largest
From Farm and Fireside
The largest horse U ean find in the United
States is Roval Prince, who was raised in
Crawford county, I'a
He is a dapple gray, stands nearly seven
feet high at the shoulder, weighs 2 <00 pounds
when fat, wears a No. 30 collar and # No, @
shoe and 18 very fincly proportioned, X

\
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